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Letters To The Editor 


(TELEGRAM) 





Sirs: 

Women of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., should send White Cross supplies 
for Korea to Church World Service Ware- 
house, 1200 North Rock Hill Road, St. 
Louis 17, Mo., according to an announce- 
ment by Dr. Janie W. McGaughey, Exe- 
cutive Secretary, Board of Women’s Work, 
Atlanta, ——_- 7 


Supplies wil TF 0 the warehouse 
until s&h time arehouse is in- 


struct ce he wt | oe rld Missions 
to shi them ec recipients in 
Korea. 

The need for White Cross Supplies for 
Korea is great, according to the B yard of 
World Missions, Nashville, Tenn., but 
transportation may available until 
sometime in December. 

At a recent meeting in Atlanta, Ga., 
the Board of Women’s Work also decided 


that as a one-year emergency measure, any 
accumulated White Cross Supplies may be 
sent to Mr. Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, 
Board of World Missions, Box 330, Nash- 
ville 1, Tenn., marked for the White 
Cross Transportation Fund, from which 
storage and overseas charges will be paid, 
and that after such charges have been paid, 
any surplus funds may be used for hos- 
pital equipment listed in the Program of 
Progress by the Board of World Missions, 
clearing with donors. 


Dr. McGaughey said White Cross Sup- 
plies for Korea should be packed for ship- 
ping overseas with four invoices, three of 
which should be sent to Mr. Curry B. 
Hearn, in Nashville, Tenn., and the fourth 
to accompany the package to Church World 
Service Warehouse. 


Packages may be shipped to this ware- 
ise immediately, accompanied by a letter 
ng the supplies and stating that they 
ire to be held for shipment to Korea at 
such time as the Board of World Missions 
designates. 








Synodical Presidents and Chairmen of 
White Cross can furnish additional infor- 
mation regarding plans for White Cross 
Supplies. 


Presbyterian News 
Decatur, Ga. 





Sir: 

I presume that the article appearing in 
the November 1 issue of Tue SouTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JoURNAL on The One Most 
Anti-Communistic Spot In Asia is written 
by Dr. Bell. 

Have I your permission to re-issue this 
either in an additional circular, in which 
case the run would be about 25,000 or to 
insert it as a part of the next issue of 


China News in which case the first print- 
ing would be 100,000 and there might be 
additional printings? 

Ric c h nd, Va. 


J. CALVITT CLARKE, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
NORTH AMERICAN 
HEADQUARTERS, CHINA’S 
CHILDREN FUND, INC. 





EDITORIAL 





Billy Graham In Atlanta 


We have seen the Atlanta papers during the cur- 
rent evangelistic campaign in that city and we have 


fellow went all-out to a job, 
tanbark.” 


hell beating 
works. You 


been impressed with the columns given to the meet- 


ings. But some of the comments of some of the 
reporters are of more than passing interest. We print 


LET’S PUT 


“he worked like 
That’s the way Graham 
never see men work harder. He 


doesn’t have time for stunts or perfumed little 
typed homilies or essays. 


(The following from The Atlanta Constitution) 


By Ernest Rogers 
IT this way: 


two of these below. By 
The Atlanta Constitution. 


Thomas M. Elliott—In 


Preaching Power 


In an interview with a Constitution reporter 
Billy Graham said, “I can’t preach.” Those 
22,300 folks who heard him last Sunday after- 
noon do not agree with him in that statement. 
In the new tabernacle 12,000 present asserted 
his ability to preach. Then the 10,000 in the 
grandstand said ditto, as did also the 350 
people in the bleachers. 


If Billy Graham can’t preach, he surely can 
present a super high-grade imitation of what 
we call preaching. 

Sunday afternoon he hadn’t been speaking 
10 minutes before he got hold of the devil’s tail 
and started twisting it. Before his 40 minutes 
were up he had that devil’s tail tied in as pretty 
a double hard knot as you ever saw. And he 
didn't use laughing gas on the devil or the 
people to bring on such a result. 


To me Billy Graham’s preaching is sensa- 
tional, in that he really works at the job, 
believes what he is saying, and is doing his dead- 
level best to make a sale with your signature 


on the dotted line. He carries his orderbook 


along with him. In my boyhood days at Bow- 
man there used to be a saying that, when a 





There a great revival going on in Our Town. 
A young evangelist named Billy Graham is 
drawing immense throngs to hear his message. 
You have heard him on the radio and your 
office mate has been talking about him more or 
less constantly for the last few months. 


Well, your curiosity is aroused and you 
would like to have a chat with him. So, you 
make the proper contacts and the next thing 
you know you are sitting in a room in the 
Biltmore talking with Billy Graham. 


“This is a trival question.” you ask the 
evangelist by way of getting started, “but I 
would like to know why you allow yourself to 
be called ‘Billy?? Why not ‘Dr. William 


Graham,’ for example.” 
p 


The young man wearing the argyle socks and 
suede shoes laughs easily. 


“I am called ‘Billy Graham’ because that is 
my name, I guess,” he replies. “I have always 
been called ‘Billy.’ My mother called me that 
and so did everyone else when I was a 
youngster, and no one ever saw fit to change 
Sy 


That seemed to fix that up. 


People Are Scared 


“Tn these tangled times,” you continue, “fear 
has gripped many of our people. They are 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














en of 
infor- 


Tews 


ing in 
THERN 
2 Most 


written 


ue this 
which 
) or to 
ssue of 
. print- 
ight be 


OR, 


{INA’S 
VC. 





like 
lam 

He 
ittle 


ution ) 


wn. 


age. 
your 
e or 


you 
you 
hing 
the 


the 
ut I 
lf to 


liam 
; and 


lat is 
ways 

that 
as a 
lange 


“fear 
y are 








seized with a feeling of insecurity. Heretofore 
they have felt self-sufficient. But now—well, 
they are scared. They are afraid that the things 
to which they have clung are giving way. In 
this state of war they turn to God, as someone 
who can somehow fix things up again. Do many 
people of this kind attend your meetings?” 


The young evangelist grows thoughtful. 


“Yes,” he replies. “They are grasping at 
straws. But (and here the young man’s face 
glowed with an inner light) many of them 
enjoy a rich and satisfying religious experience 
while under this great stress. Many of these 
conversions are lasting. It matters not how you 
come to God, just so you come.” 


“Do you find the physical effort of conduct- 
ing a revival, such as the one now in progress in 
Atlanta, a tax on your strength?” you ask. 


The young evangelist, looking fresh and fit, 
replies: 


“At times I am utterly exhausted. No man 
could make as many speeches as I do and not 
deplete his energies. Some mornings I wake up 
feeling so tired I do not feel that I can 
possibly make it. But from somewhere I get the 
strength to continue. It comes from God. I 
pray to Him every day to give me strength to 
carry on the work. He has never failed me.” 


No Personal Credit 


He looked reflectively out of the window. 


“IT don’t take any personal credit for the 
success of the meetings I have conducted,” he 
says after a moment. “People are hungry for 


The Word and I am merely the instrumentality 
for providing it. | am only a spokesman for 
God. It is his success; not mine.” 


You talk on for a few more minutes. He 
speaks of possibly writing a book ... he hopes 
certain radio projects will come through. You 
sense his abiding faith that God will arrange 
these things in due time. 


Sitting at ease in a nearby chair he looks like 
any successful businessman who likes a splash 
of color in his clothing. His manner is cordial; 
his flow of language is fluent; his attitude is 
gracious. Yet, somehow, there is a difference 
which you don’t fully grasp until you are on 
the elevator descending to the street. 


Then you get it. There is about this hand- 
some blond young man a glow ... that’s it—a 
glow ... that surrounds him and is of him. 
And maybe that explains why during the con- 
versation between you two, you had the un- 
mistakable feeling that there were three persons 
in the room. 


By Morgan Blake—In The Atlanta Journal. 


Last Sunday afternoon I had the joy of 
being present at the greatest religious meeting 
I have ever attended, and listening to the most 
powerful and convincing sermon I have ever 
heard. Twenty thousand people were present at 
the Billy Graham revival, and more than 300 
people, both white and negroes, walked down 
the aisles to mingle their tears and to accept 
Christ as their Savior. They were stirred to the 
depths of their hearts. There was no raving 
or ranting. They came with reverence and with 
deep conviction. They started coming even 
before Billy Graham finished his invitation. If 
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any human being in that vast crowd of 20,000 
was not moved by such a sermon and such a 
response, he had a heart of stone, and there is 
no hope for him. 


Billy Graham was on fire. He keeps insisting 
he can’t preach, but no other preacher I ever 
heard reached such heights as Billy reached 
Sunday. This young man has hit his stride. “Ty 
Cobb” is driving them all over the ball field. In 
the next four weeks marvelous things are going 
to happen. Behind the scenes God is at work, 
and some amazing conversions are coming. 





Billy Graham In Atlanta 


I attended the Billy Graham meetings in At- 
lanta, Ga., Monday and Tuesday evenings, No- 
vember 13-14. On Monday the crowd was estimated 
at 7,000 and about 200 came forward expressing 
their concern for their personal salvation by raising 
their hands, coming to the front, and going into the 
tent that was used for personal work, prayer, and 
instruction. 


On Tuesday there were about 12,000 present and 
about 400 came forward. On Sunday night I was 
informed they had an estimated 25,000 present. The 
rear of the tabernacle is curtained and, when this 
was removed, many could sit on the bleachers in 
the open air and hear and see. 


The music was led by Cliff Barrows, Beverly 
Shea, two pianists, and a choir from 800 to 1,200. 
The music was wonderful. There were a number of 
distinguished men and women present, including 
Oswald Smith from Toronto, Canada, and Mrs. 
Billy Sunday, who took part in personal work in 
the tent. 


The entire arrangement reminded me of the 
meetings of Dwight L. Moody in the early eighteen- 
nineties in Charlotte, N. C., of Sam. P. Jones about 
the same time, of Dr. Chapman, and Billy Sunday 
later on. 


The evangelist himself will rank among those 
famous men. Billy Graham is a tall, slender man, 
six feet two inches high, and will weigh about half 
as much as Mr. Moody, who was a big, portly man, 
weighing 280 pounds. 


In his reliance on the Holy Spirit and dependence 
on the Word of God he is very much like Mr. 
Moody, and in his animated delivery he is more 
like Billy Sunday—a rapid-fire speaker. 


Sam Jones was a very deliberate speaker and his 
words fell like sledge-hammer blows. Billy Sunday 
was very graphic and picturesque in his language 
and delivery, while Dr. Chapman’s strong pe:nt was 
his appeal to the hearts of the Christians and to the 
unsaved. 


4 





Billy Graham puts forth no effort to amuse, en- 
tertain or excite the people. He resorts to no human 
devices, has no objectionable methods, and gives a 
sincere, earnest appeal. Among those who come for- 
ward there is intense feeling, many tear-dimmed 
eyes, but no excitement, for “‘still water runs deep.” 


He does not launch tirades against particular sins 
as Sam Jones and Billy Sunday, but relies on the 
Word of God to describe the sinner’s lost and ruin- 
ed condition, and to present Jesus Christ as the 
Savior of sinners. 


He is a Biblical preacher with a narrative style. 
On the whole I was very favorably impressed and 
have no fault to find with this young servant of 
God who is leading the forces of evangelism in our 
country, ‘doing the work of an evangelist.” It is by 
the preaching of the Gospel that men are convicted 
of sin and converted to God. 


Paul did not tell Timothy to go down to Corinth 
and elsewhere to organize a Sunday School, to or- 
ganize a prayer meeting, or to conduct a conference 
on evangelism, but to preach the Gospel. These 
other things are good of course, but the preaching 
of the Gospel comes first. 


For it is by the preaching of the Gospel that men 
are convicted of sin and saved. And “the Gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation unto every one 
that believeth.” 


Let all Christians pray for these meetings and 
Billy Graham, and if possible attend one or more 


of them. —J.E.F. 





Listening to God 


The Bible is the Voice of God. He spoke to men 
in olden times through prophets, poets, historians, 
law-givers. He then spoke to men through His 
Son, and through inspired New Testament writers. 


When we read our Bibles, do we take time to 
listen, to meditate, to appropriate to our souls His 
message? Do we listen to the still small voice? 


“Hearing His voice in every line, 
Making each faithful saying mine.” 


There are many “faithful sayings,” and promises 
in the Word. This is a faithful saying, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners. Have we 
made this ours by accepting so great salvation? 


My God shall supply all your needs through 
Christ Jesus. Have we made this promise a “precious 
promise” to our souls? Lo, I am with you, even unto 
the end of the world: is this real to me? The Lord 
is my Shepherd, Have we “put our finger on the 
“my,” and claimed the manifold blessings of this 
psalm? Listen, and your soul shall live. —J.K.P. 
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A Slaughtered Lamb Or 
A Sheaf Of Wheat 


The esthetic sense certainly prefers a sheaf of 
wheat or a lovely basket of fruit to a bleeding, 
dying or dead lamb. The natural man will invari- 
ably choose a religious outlet which permits him 
choice of method. 


Reason confirms our own inclination to offer to 
God our service, our time, our money, believing 
that in this way God is pleased and that we thereby 
earn merit in His sight. 


What fools we mortals be! Cain’s descendants 
are legion today. Rejecting the blood atonement, 
God’s way of salvation, they persist in offerings 
which they consider more lovely. 


This battle has never ended. God has one fixed 
way. It is as broad as His eternal love; it is as all- 
embracing as “whosoever will”; it offers eternal 
life without question; and, it is the only way. De- 
spite our personal inclinations in the matter we 
come to God in His way, or we come not at all. 


Anything which appeals to our pride, our in- 
tellect, our own self-opinions, is wrong, when put 
between us and God. The emphasis on something 
for us to do, as the way to salvation is entirely mis- 
placed. The way to eternal life is through that 
which has been done for us; the atoning sacrifice of 
our Savior. After we have accepted this as God’s 
free gift He expects us to dedicate our lives in 
loving service, not that we might be saved but that 
we might show forth the fruits of a redeemed life. 


When tempted to bring anything other than a 
repentant and contrite heart let us remember Cain. 
When we can honestly say, “Nothing in my hand I 
bring, simply to Thy cross I cling,” we are coming 
in Abel’s way, for he came trusting in a sacrifice. 


“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness 
that he was righteous.” 


A moral life, even one dedicated to high ideals 
and noble deeds, is not the way of God. We find 
Him by way of the broken body and shed blood of 
Calvary—the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sins of the world. —L.N.B. 





The Life Of The Christian 
Man—V 
Meditation On The Life To Come 


“No man has made any good proficiency in the 
School of Christ, but he who joyfully expects both 
the day of death and that of the final resurrection.” 


For the Scripture says: “Look up, and lift up 
your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” 
(Lk. 21:26). “The Cross of Christ triumphs in the 
hearts of believers, over the devil and the flesh, over 
sin and impious men, only when their eyes are di- 
rected to the power of the resurrection.” 


Thus, it is by meditation on the future life that 
Calvin expects us to learn contempt for this present 
life. By continual lessons of miseries the Lord 
teaches His children the vanity of this life. By lack 
of wealth, by sickness, by loss of loved ones—by the 
discipline of the cross—we learn to look towards 
heaven when we think of a crown. Unfortunately 
we undertake everything as though we were erect- 
ing for ourselves an immortality on earth. 


We are not to despise the blessings of this life. 
All the divine blessings of this life are testimonies 
to us of the kindness of our God. But what is ab- 
stracted from a corrupt love of this life is added to 
the desire for a better one. 


The Apostle acknowledged himself under an ob- 
ligation to glorify God whether by life or by death. 
Since it becomes us to live and to die in the Lord, 
let us leave the limits of our life and death to His 
decision, but in such a manner as to meditate on 
the other life, and, on account of the servitude of 
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sin, to wish to forsake this life whenever it shall 
please the Lord. 


It is monstrous, says Calvin, for those who boast 
of being Christians to dread death. Of course there 
are natural feelings which alarm us at the thought 
of our dissolution. But there should be in a Chris- 
tian breast sufficient light of piety to suppress this 
fear with the superior consolation of Christian 


hope. —Wm. C. R. 





Different or Indifferent? 


We Christians today all too often indulge our- 
selves to the extent of believing the deaths, punish- 
ments and sufferings for the faith are all over: 
things of the past, attendent plagues of an infant 
religion but no longer having any part in the propa- 
gation of the Gospel. 


And too, we tend to incorrectly think early Chris- 
tians suffered and bled and died because the world 
in those days was particularly cruel and pagan, that 
it was greatly different from what it is today. 


But the world is not greatly different today. The 
trouble is that too many Christians today are in- 
different, mingle freely, happily and joyfully in the 
things of the world, striving, it seems at times, to 
carefully obscure the one thing in their lives that 
should make them stand out and mark them as 
being different. 


We sometimes seem to cherish our Christianity 
and beliefs as close within ourselves as possible for 
fear of rubbing some of it off on someone who 
might resent it. 


Yet, all the great doctrinal tenets of the Chris- 





tian faith are marked with the fact that they are 
different from any conceived in the world by the 
world and for the world. And so God who gave us 
this different life would have those who name the 
name of Christ be different. “Come ye out and be 
ye separate,” He says. “And I will be to you a 
God and ye shall be to me a people.” 


It has never been what the world believed or 
thought that has made the difference in the way 
Christians treat and are treated by the world. The 
difference must be in the Christians, what they 
believe and how they live. 


The early Christians were persecuted and killed 
and driven from shore to shore because they did 
believe in their Savior and believed in their new- 
found life in Him enough to live for it and to die 
for it. This was why the world of their day would 
not tolerate them and Christians today who are 
true to their Savior will find the world and some 
Christians just as intolerant of them. 


Generally, people distrust any one or any group 
who believe in something that much. And in some 
well-remembered instances, such a distrust has been 
well-founded when some fanatical dictatorial leader 
sways people toward a false religion. 


The sad part of this is that many brethren in 
the theological world whose intellectual ability we 
recognize in some matters but whose spiritual dis- 
cernment we cannot accept have come to believe 
that as long as a person believes in somethirg 
strongly enough to live or die for it, it doesn’t make 
much difference what he believes. 


Of course, this is as foolish as it is sad for many 
a last breath has been drawn in the conviction that 
belief in power, the state, communism, facism, 
nazism, watered-down Christianity or any other 
belief except the true religion was sufficient. And 
again, it is dangerous, for someone will be held ac- 
countable. 


And the living, accepting any belief as valid as 
long as it is really beliewed, have decided this life 
is all. Within this span of being, therefore, we must 
live life to its fullest, they declare. 


Christians must suffer today for their belief else 
their faith isn’t important to them. Sufferings may 
take a very different form than those physical hard- 
ships of the first Christians. Yet they can be as real 
and as hard to take and the way to find out about 
them is to step out on our faith and bear a vital, true 
witness for the Lord Jesus Christ. 


“TI feel like all the devils in Hell had been re- 
leased on me since I accepted Christ and began to 
. ag : tie 
live for Him,” an infant Christian once wrote, and 
so it is with Christian living. 


Where is your faith, asked Jesus of His disciples 
on a storm-tossed sea one night on the lake of 
Gennessereth. And we have an idea Jesus must 


often wonder about some of us as we quiver and 
cower in the bottom of the boat on our own little 
storm-tossed seas today. 


Where is our faith? The question is still one 
which penetrates to the very heart of the matter. 
Is it in some “ism” that seeped up from Hell? Is 
it in ourselves? Is it in everything and therefore in 
nothing? Is it at all? Does it exist? 


Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen, concluded the writer of 
Holy Script long ago under the inspiration of the 


Holy Ghost. 


Why must the world still search for some other 
visible way into the house of many mansions? And 
why must we Christians prefer many times to be 
indifferent rather than be labeled different, the way 
God wants us to be labeled. —A.D.R. 





Prominent U.S.A. Presbyterian 
Leaders Declare Their Stand 
On Church Property Issue 


At the recent joint meeting of the two Presby- 
terian Commissions on Church Union from the 
U. S. and U.S.A. Churches in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
November 9-10, two outstanding leaders of the 
latter denomination made luminously clear state- 
ments as to their position in reference to the dis- 
position of church property. 


These were made in view of the possible union of 
the Northern and Southern Presbyterian Churches. 


Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, president emeritus of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, N. Y., 
declared that he was entirely in favor of a Christian- 
like settlement “‘across the board” and without any 
bitterness or litigation. 


He recalled so well the disputes that took place 
following the heresy trial of Dr. Charles Briggs in 
the early nineties. His father was the attorney who 
represented the Seminary. 


Dr. Coffin remembered some party who shook his 
finger at his father, telling him they would take the 
property away from the Seminary and then the firm 
reply to the contrary. 


“Now,” said Dr. Coffin, “we will have none of 
that in settling the property rights of any congre- 
gation.” 


Dr. Coffin was followed by Dr. John A. Mac- 
Kay, president of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
who with pointed emphasis added that furthermore 
not only the property rights of congregations or 
groups would be guarded but their very dignity and 
autonomy would be respected. 


In making reference to this he said he recalled so 
readily the unpleasant experiences in the Scottish 


Church and also in Canada. 
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“No, no,” he said, “we will have none of this. I 
would not for one moment agree to litigation be- 
fore the courts of law. We must settle these mat- 
ters with genuine consideration and real respect for 
those congregations that do not join with us.” 


—R.W.C. 





Ed.—If the attitude as stated above by the two 
members of the U.S.A. Commission on Church 
Union could be the attitude of all those in the U. S. 
and U.S.A. Presbyterian Churches who are pushing 
for Church Union it would go a long way toward 
keeping down controversy in our Church on this 
particular point. 


There are many, many ministers, officers and con- 
gregations in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
who are opposed to this union and who will never 
be a party to it. Already many of our Southern con- 
gregations have incorporated in order to save their 
property in case of union. 


These congregations are just as loyal to our 
Southern Presbyterian Church doctrines and polity 
as any to be found within the Church. 


These congregations have not incorporated in 
order to “pull out” of the Church. 


These congregations do not want to see a split in 
our Church; however, those who are pushing for 
union with the U.S.A. Church are working for such 
a split. 


There will be a Continuing Presbyterian Church. 
We realize that we will be castigated by the advo- 


cates for union within our Church fer having made 
this statement. It is a great pity that the attitude 
expressed above by Drs. Coffin and McKay cannot 
be adopted by those leaders of our Church who push 
for Church Union with the U.S.A. Church. 


On the other hand, we wonder if Drs. Coffin and 
McKay and other members of their committee will 
be willing to show the same “magnanimous atti- 
tude” toward individual congregations in the U.S.A. 
Presbyterian Church where the doctrine of church 
property is not the same as that in the Southern 


Church. 


Please remember that in the Northern Church a 
local Church cannot buy, sell or mortgage its prop- 
erty without the permission of the Presbytery of 
which the local congregation is a member. This is 
not true and has never been true in our Southern 


Church. 


On the other hand, the proponents of union in 
our Southern Church have already started hurling 
accusations of “congregationalism,” “the non- 
cooperative group,” “whispering campaigners,” etc., 
against those who are opposed to Church Union and 
who are seeking to protect their church property for 
the benefit of the Continuing Church in the event 
of Church Union. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church has a re- 
markable history. She is now experiencing a re- 
markable growth. We believe that revival fires are 
beginning to burn throughout our Church. We feel 
that there are no difficulties in our Church which a 
real revival cannot cure. Let us all work and pray 


to that end. —H.B.D. 





More On China 


We have just had the unexpected opportunity to 
interview a man with authentic information from 
behind the “bambo curtain.” For his own protec- 
tion neither his nationality nor his identity can be 
revealed. But, the important thing is that this in- 
formation is factual, not speculative. 

The first fact brought out in this interview is 
that the overwhelming majority of the people hate 
the Communists. The groups listed in order of their 
detestation of the present regime were: merchants, 
farmers, laborers, and college students. On being 
asked to explain this he said: “The merchants hate 
Communism because they have for centuries oper- 
ated on a free market on a free enterprise basis. 
Now they find all of their activities hampered or 
proscribed by theorists. As a result business is al- 
most ruined.” 


The next question was about the farmers, why do 
they hate the present Communist regime if it is an 
“agrarian reform” as America has been told by so 
many writers? Could it be possible that the State 
Department advisers have been wrong? (We could 
not keep our tongue in our cheek for long as there 
were other questions to ask). His reply was as fol- 
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lows: “You know as well as I do that the peasant 
farmer or share-cropper has not been a serious prob- 
lem in China, despite propaganda in America to 
that effect. (In the section where we lived for 
twenty-five years, there were few large land 
owners, most of the land was in small sections and 
the chief ambition of the majority of the people was 
to own a few acres of land. L.N.B.) Now the land 
has been apportioned out, often to the riff-raff. But, 
where under the old regime the share-cropper re- 
ceived 50 percent of the crops, the land owner keev- 
ing the other half, the government now keeps 75 
percent and the farmer who owns his own land 
keeps 25 percent. Naturally the farmers, either 
those who have been forcibly divested of their lands. 
or the new owners who have become actual serfs of 
the State, hate the Communists.” 


Our next question was about the laborers, or 
coolie class; why do they hate the Communistic 
regime? “Because the present economic chaos has 
decreased their hope of a livelihood. The Chinese 
is an individualist, be he coolie or merchant, and he 
prefers freedom to work in his own way.” 


But surely the college students, with all their 
idealism, have not turned from the present govern- 
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ment? “Many of the college students, and I know 
whereof I speak, are now completely disillusioned. 
They had looked for promised and needed reforms, 
instead they find regimentation. They are forced to 
submit to hours of indoctrination and in these 
courses they are taught things they know are lies. 
Furthermore, instead of the freedom they had ex- 
pected they see their people and their country being 
forced into a mould which is alien to China and 
the Chinese way of life. On the other hand, the 
high school students are still active in various forms 
of pro-Communist propaganda, endless processions, 
speeches, etc. They have yet to be disillusioned.” 


Our informant then made a most startling state- 
ment. He asked: “Do you know that two things the 
Chinese are hoping for, and even talking about in 
guarded tones? They hope first for World War 
III; which they think will mean the destruction of 
the Communist Government, and they hope for the 
return of Chiang Kai-shek.” Knowing the hateful 
propaganda against General Chiang and the bitter 
prejudice against him in some circles we asked for 
a definite restatement of this. “Yes, it is true that 
many people cursed him and the Nationalists dur- 
ing the last months of their control. But they now 
realize the tremendous difference in living in a land 
of freedom and in one where the State is supreme. 
They know too that much of the anti-Chiang talk 
was propaganda and they also know that if he had 
not been handicapped by misguided American di- 
plomacy that he would have driven out the Com- 
munists and eventually established the good govern- 
ment he was making such strides in accomplishing 
before Japan attacked.” 


There were many other interesting observations 
by this informant. He stated that the Chinese now 
say: “America tries to win her enemies but kicks 
her friends very hard.” Again: “General Marshall 
is a good man but he did not understand the Chi- 
nese or their ways of doing things. Because Gen- 
eral Chiang said, si, si, to some of General Mar- 
shall’s remarks he thought that General Chiang was 
agreeing with him. Actually he was being courteous, 
expecting to iron out difficulties and differences 
through the medium of a third party (middle man). 
Not understanding Chinese ways of doing things 
General Marshall thought General Chiang had 
promised him certain things and later double- 
crossed him.” (This illustrates the point we made 
in an editorial several weeks ago, showing not only 
the importance but also the necessity of having men 
deal with China who know her people and her cus- 


toms. L.N.B.) 


On the Chinese reactions to Russia and Russians. 
“An American missionary recently went into a store 
in Shanghai. The clerks all huddled at the other 
end of the store and refused to wait on him. He 
took some papers from his pocket and with them his 
American passport. The clerks saw the latter and 
flocked around him, apologizing and telling them 
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they thought he was a Russian and they wanted to 
have nothing to do with them.” 


After this interview we are more convinced than 
ever that America can win the Chinese people back 
if she does not try to win the Chinese Communist 
Government. If we appease and win the latter we 


will lose China. —L.N.B. 





Fellow Travelers 
By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


A blest companion’s God’s Word to me, 
Fellow traveler on a storm-tossed sea; 
A pilgrim and soldier, I find my way 
Seeking the law of my Father each day. 


Guards me so safely throughout the long night 
And lovingly greets me with morning light; 
We go together, my Bible and I, 

Fearing no cloud or hot sun in the sky. 


"Tis a mirror so bright—in it is seen 

Each spot and wrinkle and all that’s unclean. 
Laver in which is the soul-cleansing flood. 

I wash, and am cleaned by His precious blood. 


Far better than purse of silver and gold— 
This store of treasure untouched and untold— 
Than things of the earth on which men rely, 
Unsearchable riches Christ doth supply. 


The Sword of the Spirit putting to flight 
Armies of evil in all their dread might. 

A hammer to break the hard hearts of men, 
A fire to melt and remold them again. 


Food for my journey to strengthen and cheer 
Is gathered by angels hovering near. 
Finest of wheat garnered fresh from the shock, 


Milk and strong meat from the cleft of the 
Rock. 


A lamp for my feet, for my path a light 

To guide and keep me each day and each night, 
My Bible and I together will roam 

Till light from its pages brings me safe home. 
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An Attempted Answer 
That Avoids 


‘he 
Real 


Issue 


By Dr. M. E. Melvin 


The Presbyterian Outlook recently attempted a 
reply to an article of the writer in THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL entitled: Mark Them 
Who Cause Divisions.* The reply entirely misses 
what was plainly stated as the clear-cut issue in our 
Church, namely: the final authority of our Gen- 
eral Assembly to shape the program and policy of 
our Church ws. having its program and policy 
shaped by unofficial and irresponsible groups who 





may not concur in the decisions of the Assembly. 


The issue is not solely over the merits or demerits 
of the proposed Christian University in Japan. In 
the writer’s article this was referred to as a “case 
in point.” Yet The Presbyterian Outlook would 
make the issue in our Church turn on this. The 
action of our Assembly on this matter is only the 
occasion, not the cause, for the opposition of those 
who are definitely confusing and disturbing our 
people. 


The real issue lies much deeper than the merit of 
an institution in far-off Japan, about which they 
know very little, and in which a sudden interest has 
been developed. 


The issue cannot be over inter-denominational co- 
operation. There is no Church in the United States 





more definitely committed to the principle of co- 
operation, and any more faithful in actual practice 
than our own Church. 


The writer served for several years on the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Foreign Missions, and knows 
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first-hand the spirit of that Committee (now Board) 
and its actual interest in the work of other evan- 
gelical denominations in areas where our Church 
serves. One has only to read the record of this 


board. 


Nor can the issue be centered on the fine spirit 
that prevaded the recommendation of the Japanese 
Mission of our Church, and that of our Board of 
World Missions (and its able secretary), both of 
which were approved by the Assembly of 1950. 
That was in substance a refusal to approve this 
I.C.U. in Japan, though there was no disapproval 
of it. 


The plain intent of the Assembly’s action was 
this: that our Board of World Missions cannot 
undertake to co-operate in all interdenominational 
undertakings, but must be limited by its ability, and 
by its sense of duty in putting first things first. The 
first thing in this case being the evangelistic mission 
to the Japanese people. 


Is it not true that all of us are constantly faced 
with appeals that have merit, but in which we can- 
not take part, because of a responsibility in other 
directions which we cannot avoid? 


The writer is not objecting to the fact of differ- 
ing Opinions on the action of the Assembly, but in 
the method by which the actions of the Assembly 
would be brought into disrepute throughout our 
Church. Confusion and divisions are inevitable. 


In civil matters there are two ways by which 
government policies are changed. The right way is 
through careful thinking and abiding loyalty to 
government in seeking a change; the other is by 
what is known by an ugly word, “revolution.” 


The latter is the work of propagandists, sub- 
versive and indirect. Shall our Church be subjected 
to this? Far better would it be to stand loyally by 
our boards and agencies, and bring about desired 
changes in policy in open court under the tutelage of 
the Spirit of God. 


Suppose that three honored Synods (Kentucky, 
Virginia, Texas), have overtured the Assembly to 
reconsider its action on J.1.C.U.? Is anyone versed 
in the procedure of our church courts as naive as to 
believe that such overtures were wholly voluntary 
and unprompted? Ordinarily there is an “unseen” 
hand back of them. And what about 13 other 
Synods? 


Suppose that any of our boards and secretaries 
can be subjected at any time to the same subversive 
tactics as our Board of World Missions is now 
being subjected? We would have confusion worse 
confounded. 


*Tue SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, Oc- 
tober 11, 1950, 











The plain fact is that this campaign for the 
J.1.C.U. was begun and has been continued in the 
face of the growing needs of our work in Japan, 
for which our Church is responsible. 


And the unwillingness of the sponsors of this 
effort to accept the judgment of the Mission in 
Japan, that of the Board of World Missions, and 
its secretary, approved by the Assembly, verifies 
what this writer pointed out in his article: “Mark 
Them Who Cause Divisions.” Namely, that con- 
fusion is being created by those who do not ac- 
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knowledge the authority of the Assembly. 










Reprints of 4 Legal Principle, by Henry E. 
Davis, of Florence, S. C., are now available with- 
out charge from THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JourRNAL, Weaverville, N. C. A small amount 
should be enclosed for postage when ordering. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
for Boys and Girls 


READING THE BIBLE 
AT HOME 


A Guide for Boys and Girls 
by Mrs. S. H. Askew 


Mrs. Askew has prepared this guide to the 
reading of the life of Christ from the actual 
Scriptures from her long experience in teaching 
children. Not a Bible story book or a book for 
parents to read with their children, this is a 
book for the child himself to use in discovering 
the rich truths and thrilling narratives of the 
Bible. The 73 brief chapters give notes to be 
read before the actual Bible passages are read, 
and questions and thoughts to bring out the 
meaning for the child. It is ideal for guiding 
a child in his first adventures in personal 


Bible reading. $1.50 


WHEN I LISTEN TO 
BIBLE STORIES 


by Elizabeth McE. Shields 

Illustrated by Mildred Tiller Pitts 

Written in language the preschool child can 
understand, these Bible stories will make the 
figures of the text actually live for the child. 
The thirty stories and poems are based on both 
the Old and New Testaments, and with each is 
a sparkling two-color illustration whose charm 
and freshness make the book not only attrac- 
tive for reading to the child, but also as a 
picture story book. . 


HIS NAME WAS JESUS 


by Mary Alice Jones 


Here is the matchless story of the life of Jesus 
told in a vivid and readable style against the 
background of the unrest and turmoil of the 
people of Galilee and Judea. In direct and 
dramatic prose Mary Alice Jones has written 
a compelling story that will appeal instantly to 
today’s young people. Moving and dramatic il- 
lustrations by Rafaello Busoni present many 
scenes from the life of the Lord Jews Ages 


8-16. 2.50 


TEACH ME TO PRAY 


A gorgeously illustrated book of stories and 
daily devotions that open up to boys and girls 
the wonderful world of prayer. Each page is 
an adventure that prepares children to create 
prayer in their own words, based upon their 
spiritual and physical needs. Each prayer is 
personally related to a child’s activity. 


THOUGHTS OF GOD FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS 


by Edith Frances Walker and 
Aimee Angus Barber 


Keyed to the experiences and understanding of 
the Primary-age child, this is a devotional book 
for use in the family circle every day of the 
calendar year. Coupled with vivid pictures per- 
taining to the subject are stories, prayers, songs 
and work and thought suggestions. The ideas 
are varied, ranging from world friendship to 
local incidents and from episodes in the life of 
Jesus to tasks about the home. 


AS THE DAY BEGINS 


by Elizabeth McE. Shields 


Boys and girls, ages 10 to 13, will welcome 
this daily devotional guide for their very own 
use. Written in their language and concerned 
with their own daily problems, it provides 
guidance for each day of the entire year. The 
regular page contains an intimate discussion of 
the subject of the day, a brief related Bible 
reading and suggested prayer, while on other 
days, the child is led to have his own religious 
experience in supplying one or more parts of 
the devotional with Miss Shields’ guidance. 


Order NOW from your 
PRESBYTERIAN Book STORES 


Box 1176 Box 1020 
Richmond 9, Va. Dallas 1, Tex. 
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Mary, SI he 
a 


O 


eCSUS 


By Rev. Robert A. Lapsley, D.D. 


Christendom paints two portraits of Mary the 
mother of Jesus. These portraits are as far apart as 
the poles and as different as light and darkness, as 
night and day. One portrait is painted by that 
section of Christendom that calls itself the Roman 


Catholic Church. 


It has been brought to the attention of the world 
by the recent announcement with colorful ceremonies 
by Pope Pius XII of the doctrines of the Assump- 
tion of the Virgin. The other portrait is that drawn 
by Protestants, including our own Presbyterian 


Church. 


The Catholic portrait is that of a supernatural 
being, free from any taint of sin personal or original, 
the wife of Joseph, but never a real wife to him, the 
mother of Jesus who was virgin born, but without 
other children, seated today near Christ on the 
throne of God, and the proper object of our worship, 
adoration, and prayers. 


The Protestant portrait is that of a good woman, 
devout, but perfectly human; honored by God 
above all other women in His choosing her to be the 
earthly mother of His Son; the mother of a family 
of children of whom Joseph was the father; to be 
honored and revered, but not prayed to nor worship- 
ped. Protestantism holds the Virgin Mary in 
reverence, but reserves its worship for God and 


Christ. 


The Catholic portrait of Mary is emphasized in 
two dogmas of the Catholic Church. The first is the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception, formally pro- 


claimed by Pope Pius LX in 1854. 


This dogma is the belief that Mary was immacu- 
lately conceived by her Mother Anne, that she was 
free from original sin. The Catholics have always 
held that she was free from personal wrong-doing, 
like our Blessed Savior, “without sin.” The Im- 
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maculate Conception has nothing to do with the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord, which is held by all 
Christians, Protestant and Catholic. 


The second dogma was announced Wednesday, 
November 1. It is known as the dogma of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, and is the belief 
that Mary ascended bodily as well as spiritually into 
heaven. 


It is the belief that the physical body of Mary the 
mother of Jesus, went not as dust to dust, but 
actually and corporally into heaven. The glorifica- 
tion of the body, which will take place for Chris- 


tians at the end of time, has already taken place for 
Mary. 


This interpretation of the Papal Bull is taken 
from the Catholic Virginian, the official organ of 
Catholic Church in Virginia. This issue also con- 
tains a copy of Pope Pius’ prayer last Wednesday, 
addressed, not to God or Christ, but to the Virgin 
Mary. 


It is almost needless to say that we Protestants 
cannot subscribe for a single moment to the Catholic 
portrait of Mary, the mother of Jesus. There is not 
an iota of evidence in the Scriptures for this portrait. 


Graham Greene admits this in the issue of LIFE 
for October 30th. He writes, “It is our claim that 
tradition alone—founded on the Apostles’ teaching, 
analyzed and reflected through the ages by the 
church, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
promised by Christ—illumines the full meaning of 
the Scriptures.” 


Roman Catholics almost deify Mary, and to a 
large extent put her in the place that belongs to 
Christ and to Christ alone. And she would have 
been the last person in the world to have detracted 
in any way from His glory and from His preroga- 
tives. 


Mary the mother of Jesus was a beautiful 
character and one that will richly repay our study. 
She should have a large place in our hearts. We owe 
her a debt we can never repay. She gave us a gift no 
other person can give. She gave us the Blessed 
Christ. 


Think for a moment of the brief outline of her 
life given in the Gospel. Her home was in Galilee, 
in the hill town of Nazareth. She was a descendant 
of David. Royal blood flowed in her veins. She was 
also related to the priestly family to which Elizabeth 
the mother of John the Baptist belonged. Priestly 
blood flowed in her veins. 


After her betrothal to Joseph a carpenter of 
Nazareth, before her marriage, she was informed 
in an angelic vision that she would through 
miraculous conception give birth to a son who would 
be the promised and long-looked-for Messiah. The 
marriage to Joseph took place, but he did not become 
her actual husband until after the birth of Jesus. 


at 











Jesus was born in Bethlehem where Mary had 
gone with Joseph to be enrolled in the world-wide 
census ordered by Caesar Augustus. Compelled to 
flee to Egypt, Joseph and Mary returned to 
Nazareth after the death of Herod. It was in 
Nazareth that their other children, Jesus’ half- 
brothers and sisters were born. 


When Jesus was twelve years old His mother 
and father took Him to Jerusalem to attend for the 
first time the Passover Feast and become a full 
member of the Jewish Church. She was present at 
the marriage feast in Cana of Galilee. On at least 
one occasion she came with her children to see and 
talk with Jesus. She went with Him to Calvary 
and stood near the cross where He suffered. 


There Jesus entrusted her to the care of His 
dearest friend, John the beloved disciple. The last 
notice of Mary in the New Testament is in the 
first chapter of Acts where she is mentioned as one 
of those who met in the upper room in Jerusalem 
after the resurrection. 


Such is the portrait of Mary the Mother of Jesus 
drawn by the Scriptures. Such is the portrait of 
Mary to which we Protestants subscribe. In this 
portrait we rejoice, and reverently remember her. 


It stands out in sharp contrast to the Catholic 
portrait as drawn by recent events in Rome. 


There is a real advantage in this move on the 
part of Catholics. It brings into sharp clear-cut 
lines the difference between the Protestant and the 
Catholic position. There are three questions to be 
asked in this connection. 


First, who is our real Savior, Jesus the Divine 
Son of God who died on the cross, or the perfectly 
human woman who was His earthly mother? 


Second, what is the supreme authority in all 
matters of Christian doctrine, the Holy Bible, or the 
man who sits in the papal seat in Rome? We re- 
member in this connection, the watchword of the 
Protestant Reformation, “The Bible, the Bible, the 
Religion of Protestant!” 


Third, where shall I find the answer to what I 
shall believe, in my own conscience, taught and 
guided by the Holy Spirit, or in a Church whose 
record has not been without spot. 


Our Savior is Christ, not His very human mother, 
our authority the Bible not a very human prelate, 
and our criterion of belief our own conscience, and 
not the Roman Catholic Church. 





Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR DECEMBER 3 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Stewardship Of Life 


Scripture: Romans 12:1-8; II Corinthians 8:1-9; 
Philippians 2:19-30; 4:18-20. Devotional Read- 
ing: Romans 13:1-10. 


Life is far more important than money, and a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of things which 
he posesses. What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul. (himself, 
his life) Wasted wealth is a sin and shame, but a wasted life is a supreme tragedy. We can perhaps regain 
our wealth, or get along without it, but we can never regain a life that has been thrown away. 


The only way to save our lives is to lose them 
for the sake of Jesus Christ: whosoever shall save 
his life shall lose it, but whosoever shall lose his 
life shall find it. 


O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in Thee; 
I give Thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depth its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 


We are not our own; our lives belong to the One 
Who redeemed us. “And that he died for all, that 
they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died for them, and 
rose again.” 


Two aspects of this surrendered life are to be 
found in our Devotional Reading: (1) Subjection 
to those who rule over us, and (2) Love for those 
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who live with us: Love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
bor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 


In the selections for study we see more of this 
many-sided thing which we call “Stewardship of 
Life.” 


1. A Living Sacrifice: Romans 12:1-8. 


The Jews were used to dead sacrifices. Animals 
were slain and then offered upon the altar, some- 
times as whole burnt offerings, sometimes as sin and 
trespass offerings, sometimes as peace offerings. In 
the same way we are to present our bodies to God, 
dead to sin and alive to God through Christ. We 


are to dedicate our lives to Him. 


We see in these verses some of the deep meaning 
of real stewardship of life. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





mi 
bo 
pl: 
ne 


gk 
wi 
lif 
lif 


stl 


ou 
to 
Ww 
sO 

















First, we are to place our bodies on the altar, 
just as the Old Testament worshippers placed the 
slain lamb on the altar, wholly dedicated to God. 


Second, we are to be transformed by the renewing 
of our minds so that we may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God. 


Chird, we are to be used of Him, in humility, 
for the service of the body of Christ, just as the 
members of the body are used in the service of our 
material bodies. We have different gifts, but all 
these gifts are to be used for the glory of God and 
for the building up of the body of Christ—the 
Church. 


Stewardship of life, according to this chapter, 
means a consecration of all our powers of mind and 
body to the service of Christ, as complete as the 
placing of a sacrifice on the altar, this service being 
necessarily expressed in our relationship with others. 


In other words, we are to spend our lives for the 
glory of God. If we will read further in this chapter 
we will see other marks of the wholly consecrated 
life. It is controlled by love, and it is the only 
life that can overcome the evil of the world. 


Il. Ourselves better than our gifts. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-9. 


The churches of Macedonia were noted for their 
liberality. They had sent generous gifts to the 
apostle Paul, and he appreciated these tokens of 
their interest and love. He praises them for their 
generosity. 


In verse 5 he says, “but first gave their own 
selves to the Lord.” “The gift without the giver 
is bare.” ‘This is true when we give to men; it is 
still more true when we give to the Lord. 


The gift that God wants is not our money, but 
ourselves, our hearts, our lives. What is money 
to the One Who owns all the silver and gold in the 
world, and the cattle upon a thousand hills? “My 
son, give me thine heart.” 


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


If we truly consecrate ourselves to God, our material 
possessions will be His. 


The supreme example of this sort of giving is 
found in the life, ministry, and sacrifice of Christ. 
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he be- 
came poor, that ye through his poverty might be 
rich,” 


If we could fully realize how rich He was, how 
poor He became in the days of His humiliation, and 
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how rich He makes us, as we become heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Him, we would understand 
something of the meaning of this marvellous verse. 


How rich He was, none can say, for He is the 
only begotten of the Father, crowned with glory 
and honor: how poor He became is revealed to us 
in the Gospels in such expressions as this: The Son 
of man hath not where to lay his head: how rich He 
makes us in words like these, All things are yours. 
We are made kings and priests unto God. 


Majestic sweetness sits enthron’d 
Upon the Savior’s brow; 

His head with radiant glories crown’d, 
His lips with grace o’er-flow. 


He saw me plunged in deep distress, 
And flew to my relief; 

For me He bore the shameful cross, 
And carried all my grief. 


To heav’n, the place of His abode, 
He brings my weary feet; 

Shows me the glories of my God, 
And makes my joys complete. 


Il. Two Shining Examples of Stewardship: 
Timothy and Epaphroditus 
Philippians 2:19-30; 4:18-20. 


Volumes could be written on Paul and his friends. 
In his letters he sends greetings to many of them. 
Some of them were not as faithful and unselfish as 
others; some deserted him in his hour of need: “all 
men forsook me, yet the Lord stood by me.” 


In these verses he mentions two of his most de- 
voted friends—Timothy and Epaphroditus. 


Timothy, whom he often calls his son in the 
gospel, was converted on Paul’s second missionary 
journey at Lystra. (See Acts 16:1-3) His mother 
was a Jewess, his father, a Greek. He says of him 
in verse 22, But ye know the proof of him, that, as 
a son with the father, he has served with me in 
(furtherance of) the gospel. He writes two of his 
epistles to Timothy. 


He calls Epaphroditus, “my brother, and com- 
panion in labor, and fellow-soldier.” All of these 
terms express a close relationship, and an unselfish 
devotion to the great apostle and to the work of 
the Kingdom. In verse 30 we have another mark of 
consecration on the part of this man: “Because 
for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not 
regarding his life, to supply your lack of service 
toward me.” 


In most mission fields today there is need for 
little or no sacrifice, for most modern conveniences 
are found in these places, and no real danger con- 
fronts God’s messengers, but in some countries 





missionaries are still “nigh unto death,” and hold 
their lives not dear unto themselves. I have just 
read a letter from a niece and nephew in Borneo. 
The account of their hardships is somewhat like 


that of Paul. 


Epaphroditus was a messenger from the Philip- 
pian church to Paul, bringing the gifts of the church 
to the imprisoned apostle. This service rendered 
him especially dear to Paul, for these gifts were 
“an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, 
well-pleasing to God.” 


The apostle reminds them that “God will supply 
all your needs accrding to his riches in glory by 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 10 





Christ Jesus.” The Philippian church had given to 
him in his need: God would repay them by supply- 
ing all their need. 


The Stewardship of Life, as it might be summed 
up in our study, is a complete dedication of life to 
the glory of God and to the service of our fellow- 
men. 


Such a life, seemingly lost, as far as selfish aims 
and ambitions are concerned, is found to be the full, 
rich, satisfying and joyous life. Before we leave 
this study may we reconsecrate our lives to the 


Christ Who gave all for us. 


Stewardship Of The Gospel 


Scripture: Acts 8:1-13; 18:1-7; 1 Corinthians 
9:16-17; II Corinthians 5:17-20; Philippians 1:12- 
18; 2:12-18. Devotional Reading: Romans 1:8-17. 


“Il am debtor.” “I am ready.” “I am not ashamed.” These three expressions found in Romans 1:14-16 
constitute Paul’s idea of the stewardship of the gospel,the gospel which had been revealed to him and commit- 


ted to him as a sacred trust. 


Every Christian owes the world a debt. He has 
something which the world does not have—the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. This sin-cursed world has 
desperate need of this message of salvation from 
sin. Christians have been born again and as chil- 
dren of God have a debt to pay, an obligation rest- 
ing upon them, for Jesus says to every Christian, 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 


Every Christian should be “ready” to pay this 
debt. Some can go in person to foreign lands; all 
can go to those near them, their friends, neighbors, 
families; all can give, and thus support the work; 
all can pray. If we are ready to do these things, 
then we are good stewards of the Gospel. 


Every Christian should be proud of the gospel, 
never ashamed of its power or its preciousness. It 
has brought salvation to him and a blessed assur- 
ance and hope. ‘This gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation to all who will believe. It is some- 
thing of which no child of God should ever be 
ashamed. He can take it anywhere; to the poor 
and the rich, to country side, and to a city as big 
and proud as Rome, and it will do its work in the 
hearts and lives of men. 


If all Christians had recognized this obligation 
and stewardship and had been as faithful as the 
apostle Paul the world would have been reached 
long centuries ago. 


id 








I. Preaching and Teaching 


the Word of God: 
Acts 8:1-13; 18:1-7. 


These two selections tell us the simple story of 
how the Word was preached and taught. 


“Therefore they that were scattered abroad went 
everywhere preaching the Word.” The persecution 
which arose “about Stephen” scattered the Church, 
driving the Christians out of Jerusalem. Dr. John- 
son, our beloved history teacher in the Seminary, 
used to say that “persecution was the whip which 
God had to use to make the Church do what He 


had commanded.” 


The church at Jerusalem seemed sluggish and in- 
different and satisfied to stay where it was. When 
persecution came these Christians had to flee. Every- 
where they went they “preached” or “talked the 
Word.” This expression does not seem to mean 
preaching as we understand preaching today, but 
that every Christian spread the good news by talk- 
ing to their neighbors and friends and the people 
they met. 


And Philip went down to the city of Samaria and 
preached Christ unto them. Philip proclaimed the 
Gospel. He spoke to gatherings of people like our 
evangelists today, and he had great success. The 
result is stated in a beautifully simple way in verse 
8: “and there was great joy in that city.” There 
will be great joy in any city, or home, or heart 
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when the Lord Jesus Christ comes into the hearts 
of men. 


In our second selection we have a sample of 
Paul’s work as a preacher. Several words are used 
to show the different ways in which he sought to 
win men. “He reasoned in the synagogue”; “per- 
suaded the Jews and Greeks”; “testified to the 
Jews that Jesus was Christ”; teaching the Word of 
God among them.” He used every method to 
bring the gospel to the hearts, minds and consciences 
of men. 


Every Christian can preach and teach the Word. 
If he cannot do it as Philip and Paul, he can do 
it as the scattered Christians did, talking to neigh- 
bors and friends and acquaintances. 


II. I have a Stewardship 
entrusted to me. (R.V.) I Cor. 9:16-17. 


We can see from these verses what that steward- 
ship was. “For though I preach the gospel, I have 
nothing to glory of; for necessity is laid upon me: 
Yea woe unto me, if I preach not the gospel ... ! 
“I have a stewardship entrusted to me.” (R.V.) 


It is well to compare this to Jude 3: “exhort you 
that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered to the saints.” 


Our stewardship of the gospel is a two-fold trust: 
(1) We are to contend for it, keep it free from 
error, pure and entire, for false doctrines easily 
creep in and destroy. 


What would you think of a man who had en- 
trusted to him a priceless collection of rare jewels 
and he allowed thieves to come in and rob him of 
some of the most precious gems! 


We cannot allow unbelieving critics and thieves 
to tear from the Bible its most priceless teachings, 
such as the deity of our Lord, His virgin birth, the 
atoning sacrifice on the Cross, the reality of His 
bodily resurrection, and salvation by grace through 
faith in Him, the certainty of His return, and the 
assurance of our Home with Him. 


When we allow men to come in and rob us of 
these precious doctrines and substitute in their place 
some imitation jewelry, we are proving faithless to 
our trust. 


But, (2), the Gospel is also entrusted to us as 
something we are to take in all its purity and 
power to the perishing millions of earth. In the 
following verses Paul tells how, in carrying out this 
stewardship, he made himself servant unto all and 
became all things to all men, that he might by all 
means save some. 


We are to be faithful and sacrificial in our 
stewardship, not selfishly keeping it to ourselves and 
enjoying its benefits, but carrying out the Master’s 
command, preaching the Gospel to every creature. 


We must be sure, however, not to so “water 
down” our message that it loses its power: Christ 
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is the only answer to the need of a sin-sick world, 
but He must be proclaimed as the Divine Son of 
God, in all of His matchless glory and grace. He 
must be preached as far more than a good man, or 
a great teacher and example: He must be pro- 
claimed as Savior and Lord. 


III. We are Ambassadors for 


Christ: II Cor. 5:17-20. 


It is a great honor to be an ambassador, to be 
sent to represent our government in another nation. 
Christians have a commission from Heaven: they 
are sent to a world of sinners from the thone in 
heaven to say to rebellious subjects of the King, 
“Be ye reconciled to God.” 


God in His love and mercy has made Him 
(Christ) to be sin for us who knew no sin; “that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 
Here is the ground for our offer of reconciliation: 
there could be none until the sin question was 
settled, and settled in a just and righteous way. 


But this question has been settled, once for all 
by the sacrifice of the One Who was made sin 
for us. 


Since this atoning work has been done now we 
can beseech men to be reconciled to God. Men who 
are at enmity with Him, aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, without hope and without God, 
can now be received, forgiven, and restored to their 
citizenship. We are here “on business for our King,” 
and our business is to say, “be ye reconciled to 


God.” 


IV. “The Furtherance of the Gospel’: 
Holding forth the Word of life” 
Philippians 1:12-18; 2:12-18. 


The good steward thinks not of himself, but of 
the thing entrusted to him—the Gospel. “But I 
would that ye should understand, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me have fallen out 
rather unto the furtherance of the gospel.” 


In Paul’s eyes, Paul did not count; it was the 
Gospel. He was in prison, but as he says in another 
place, the Word of God is not bound. His very 
bonds had caused others to be more courageous. If 
Paul could bear his imprisonment so nobly, why 
should they be cowardly? 


Some were preaching Christ from wrong motives, 
envy, strife, supposing to add affliction to his 
bonds. Whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is 
preached; and I therein do rejoice; yea, and will 


rejoice. Can we not be as noble and unselfish as 
Paul? 


Some today are saying some pretty mean things 
about the conservative and simple preaching of the 
gospel. ‘This criticism comes from two extremes: 
The Modernists call us cranks, hindrances, and 
“old fogies”; the emotional preachers say we are 








dead, indifferent, cold. Let us rejoice even though 
He may be proclaimed in faulty and mistaken forms. 


“Holding forth the word of life.” We are living 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation. It is 
most important that our light should shine. It is 
not important that we should shine. Let us hold the 





light, but let the hands that hold it be unseen. The 
vital part of a lighthouse is the light, not the tower 
which holds it. We can afford to sacrifice ourselves 
if only the light shine forth in all its brilliance. To 
do this we must be “blameless and harmless,” the 
sons of God. There is need for this sort of shining 
in our dark world. 





Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topics For December 3: 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 
Rebels In Their Day 


We, who belong to the Presbyterian Church in the Protestant family, are the direct descendants of a 
group of men who were rebels and outcasts in their day. Now the institutions that have come from their 
work are in danger of losing their life and ministry unless we can recapture the spirit and power of the 


rebels. 


Historians generally list three great principles as 
the foundations of Protestantism as established by 
the great reformers. Tonight we are looking at the 
work of three of these rebel reformers, two from 
the period of the Protestant Reformation, and one 
who had to break away from the established Church 
some 200 years after the reformation because he 
was working in the spirit of the Reformers. 


As we look at these men we see that they had 
much in common, yet we can easily see a main em- 
phasis in the life and work of each of them and 
these three emphases are the foundation principles 
of Reformation. Let us then look at them from that 
point of view. 


1. Martin Luther - Apostle Of 
Private Judgement: 
Romans | :16-17 


I John 2:26-28 


In our historical outline of the life of Martin 
Luther, we see that one of the high points of his 
life came when he was brought to the dramatic 
trial at Worms in 1521. When asked by the as- 
sembled dignitaries of church and state to recant, 
Luther replied: ““My conscience, my conscience, is 
bound to the Word of God. Unless convinced 
greatly, by arguments of reason based upon the 
Scriptures, | will not and cannot recant. God help 
me! Amen!” This great utterance of the dauntless 
monk established the first great principle of Pro- 
testantism: the right of an individual to privately 
judge the meaning of Scripture. 


When Luther uttered these words, he was speak- 
ing to a world in which pope, church council and 
emperor were the ones who exercised authority over 
individual man. By this statement Luther declared 
that conscience, reason and Scripture must have au- 
thority over men. An individual is saved simply by 
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and is taught by 
the Spirit of God. 


Please notice that Protestantism does not say 
that a man is free to believe anything he wants to. 
Protestantism says that a man’s conscience and rea- 





son are bound to Scripture and not to any opinions 
of men or groups of men. The person who doesn’t 
bother to study the Scriptures and to mold his life 
by them is neither Protestant nor Christian. 

2. John Calvin - Apostle Of 

Biblical Authority: 

II Timothy 3:14-17 


John Calvin took up the work begun by the Re- 
formation and out of his life came the “Institutes 
of the Christian Religion.” This was the effort to 
develop a thoroughgoing, systematic belief for the 
Protestants. As a system of theology, this is one of 
the most logical, consistent and thorough statements 
that has ever been made. John Calvin recognized 
that the Bible had light, not only for individual sal- 
vation, but also for ethical life, for church govern- 
ment and for the social order. His Institutes are 
significant as a monument to the adequacy of Scrip- 
ture for developing a Christian life and the life 
of the Church in the world. The Scriptures contain 
everything that men and the Church need to be 
completely equipped for every good work. 

3. John Wesley - Apostle 
Of Salvation: 
John 3:16-21; Romans 8:14-17 


John Wesley had a life experience that was very 
similar to that of many of us. He was born in a 
Christian home, reared in the Christian Church, 
and in time joined the Church and even entered the 
Christian ministry; but something was lacking in 
his experience. 

Wesley explains how that lack was removed and 
a sufficiency of Spirit and life supplied. He tells how 
he went into a little gospel meeting and heard the 
simple gospel and he has left this testimony: “I felt 
my heart deeply warmed, I felt I did trust in 
Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance 
was given me that He had taken away my sins, even 
died, and saved me from the law of sin and death.” 


He thus reminds us of our third principle. That 
no institution, Roman or Protestant; no set of rules 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











— wa OS SS VS 


— eS 6 


i A 











or regulations, those of Catholicism or Protes- 
tantism; can ever be a substitute for a personal 
heart-warming life-transforming experience of trust- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation and being 
born from above in Him. 


Reformers Today 


From our study of these rebels of the Reforma- 
tion, we need to take three truths into our own day 
of chaos and confusion, a day in which many feel a 
religious, social and economic reformation is now 
taking place that will make future generations look 
back upon us as a day of renaissance and reforma- 
tion. If we would guide the movements of our day, 
we must remember these three things that are taught 
by Scripture, history and experience: 


1. The Christian life must ever be free to express 
itself in new and fresh ways, for if we try to bind 
it to an institution it will simply die. Our faith is 
anchored in the Book but its expressions and appli- 
cation will ever be as new and fresh as our experi- 
ences of the blessings and power of the Spirit of 
God. Never can we long for the good old days, or 
fee] it must be done as it always has been done. 


2. All who belong to the Presbyterian Church in 
all honesty should be in the Roman Catholic Church 
or in the old Jewish Church before the time of 


Christ unless this one fact is everlastingly true: 
truth is more important than organization. The 
apostles in their day, and the reformers in their day, 
broke away from existing organizations in order 
that they might stand for the truth. One man and 
the truth of God will make more of an impact upon 
the world than a world-wide organization without 
the truth. In this day, when the rank and file of 
people are tending to be lax in their Christian life 
and are tending more and more to depend upon 
great big organizations, we need to get back to this 
fundamental fact. 


3. Every surge of life that has changed history 
has not come from a big organization but from small 
consecrated groups who have gotten back to the 
foundations and have gone on with the Spirit of 


God. 
SUGGESTIONS 


As you follow the program outline in Presby- 
terian Youth, it might be a good idea to follow the 
talk about Luther with the summary of Luther’s 
main emphasis, reading the suggested passages of 
Scripture and so on with Calvin and Wesley. In 
the last talk, a discussion of reformers today, you 
might sum up the discussion with the idea suggested 
above about truths for our day. 





Vesper Topics For December 10: 


Introduction 


Making My Christmas List 


The Christmas season is a time that is so filled with social activities that we are in danger of missing the 
real meaning of Christmas amid all the hurry and bustle. This program is designed to remind us of every- 
thing we should do at Christmas if we are not to miss the heart of Christmas amid all of the confusion. 


In our own day, confusion about the meaning of 
Christmas comes not only from all of our hurry 
and bustle, but also from the different ways that 
many people use the Bible. 


For example, the Christmas story as we have it in 
Matthew and Luke is very compactly woven into 
the heart of the message of the Old Testament, but 
many people tell us today that we cannot trust our 
Old Testament and some even tell us that Matthew 
and other New Testament writers were all wrong 
in the way they used the Old Testament. 


Not only should we take time this Christmas to 
be sure we do not miss the heart of Christmas amid 
all of our confusion, but we also should take time 
to carefully study the Scriptures of the Christmas 
story and not be led astray by the confusion about 
the Bible so typical of our day. 


In the outline of our program, the suggested 
Scripture lesson is from Matthew, chapter 2. In that 
chapter we have four examples of how Christ was 
received when He came into the world and in each 
case we have an illustration of the ways in which 
the New Testament writers used the Old Testa- 
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ment. Let us look at this Scripture lesson, using the 
outline suggested by Dr. G. Campbell Morgan. 


Scripture Lesson: Matthew 2:1-23. 
How Christ Was Received 


1. Homage and Hatred: 
Matthew 2:1-12 


The first incident in our chapter concerns that 
ever popular story of the coming of the Wise Men 
to worship the baby Jesus. Comparing the language 
of this incident with other parts of Matthew and 
Luke, some scholars feel that this actually took 
place when Jesus was a year old. 

But be that as it may, it belongs here in the ac- 
count of how the people of that day received the 
Lord Jesus. But the point for our study is found in 
the visit of the Wise Men to King Herod. They 
asked the king, “Where is He that is born King of 
the Jews?” Herod gathered all of the scribes and 
the chief priests together and asked them where the 
Messiah was to be born. These learned men answer- 
ed, “In Bethlehem of Judea,” and proved it by 
quoting Micah 5:2 from the Old Testament. First 
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of all we see that in the Old Testament we expect 
to find some specific, direct predictions of the per- 
son and work of the Lord Jesus Christ that are 
fulfilled in detail by His coming into the world. 


2. Exile and Exodus: 
Matthew 2:13-15. 


The next incident in Chapter 2 has to do with the 
flight of the holy family into Egypt because of the 
fear of Herod. They remained there until the 
death of Herod and then they returned to their 
home in the land of Israel. 


Matthew explains that this flight and return took 
place in order that the words of the prophet would 
be fulfilled, which say, “Out of Egypt have I called 
my Son.” 


This is a question from Hosea 11:1. When 
Hosea originally made the statement, he was look- 
ing back to that day when Israel was a child of 
God in Egypt, and by the grace of God was called 
out of Egypt to be His servant. The calling of 
Israel, God’s Son, out of Egypt to be His servant 
was a type or illustration of God’s calling His child, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, out of Egypt to be His 


servant. 


Many things in the Old Testament are types, 
examples, or illustrations, that light up for us New 
Testament reality and truth. Many Old Testament 
incidents are shadows of things to come, whose 
purpose is not fulfilled until the realities they fore- 
shadow have come. 


3. Song and Sorrow: 
Matthew 2:16-18 


The third incident has to do with the sorrow of 
the people in the neighborhood of Bethlehem when 
Herod, realizing that he had been mocked by the 
wise men, ordered all children two years or under 
to be slain. Matthew tells us that this incident ful- 
filled that which was spoken by Jeremiah, the 
prophet, saying, “In Rama was there a voice heard, 
lamatations and weeping and great mourning.” 


This was a quotation of Jeremiah 31:15. When 
Jeremiah wrote these words, he saw the cruelty to 
the Jewish captives being deported to Babylon that 
took place near Bethlehem, where Rachel had 
called her last son, Benoni, son of my sorrow. 


Matthew lays hold upon this incident which had 
been known as the place of Rachal’s sorrow, and 
which had been known as the place of the sorrow 
of the deported captives and now declared that the 
place of suffering is filled full of new meaning and 
significance by this fresh sorrow. 


Often times in the New Testament the writers 
look back to the Old and point out expressions in 
the life of Israel that are later filled full of new 
and fresh meaning by the ongoing of the purpose of 


God. 


4. Meanness and Majesty 
Matthew 2:19-23 
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When the holy family returned from Egypt, they 
made their home in Nazareth and Matthew said 
that this fulfilled that which was spoken by the 
prophet, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” This 
incident is rather difficult. Some feel that Matthew 
is simply making a play on words that is hidden in 
the translation. But it seems that others are closer 
to the truth when they say that the word ‘Nazraeth’ 
and the word ‘branch’ comes from the same root in 


the Hebrew. 


Matthew refers to what the prophets had to say. 
When we look in the Old Testament we see in 
Isaiah 11:1 that the Messiah is to come forth as a 
branch out of the root of Jesse and that He will 
grow up as a root out of dry land. (Isaiah 53:2). 


Jeremiah tells us that the branch shall be a 
King. (Jeremiah 23:5). And Zechariah tells us 
that the branch shall be a servant and a man. 
(Zechariah 3:8; 6:12). And Isaiah tells us that the 
branch shall be beautiful and glorious. (Isaiah 4:2). 


We have four gospels that portray the Lord Tesus 
Christ to us—Matthew, the Gospel of the King: 
Mark, the Gospel of the Servant; Luke, the Gospel 
of the Son of Man; and John, the Gospel of the 


glorious and beautiful Son of God. 


This is another way in which the New Testament 
writers used the Old Testament Scriptures. They 
use a character or a play upon words to identify 
some great Old Testament truth with a New Test- 
ment person or event 


As we study this chapter in this light, there are 
two items that we must put on our Christmas list 
of activities for the holiday season. 


1. We should become convinced of the truth and 
realty of the Christmas story of the coming of Christ 
because we see how the coming fulfills the predic- 
tions, types and principles set down in the Old 
Testament as belonging to the Christ. 


2. We must remind ourselves anew that a head 
knowledge of these things is not sufficient. The 
scribes could tell Herod that Christ was to be born 
in Bethlehem but we have no record of any of 
them going to Bethlehem to worship and receive the 


Christ child. 


We must come to the old, old storv again with 
sufficient faith and devotion that the old story shall 
be fulfilled anew with fresh meaning and appeal and 
power that will command the devotion of our lives. 


In this program outline include a study of this 
Scripture after the last talk or as a part of the 
leader’s conclusion of “Christ for us.” Unless we 
come to have this clear understanding of the Christ- 
mas story in the whole Word of God, we are going 
to be confused about it in the days to come. And 
unless we have this fresh experience of new meaning 
and power in the Christmas story, we shall be in 
danger of substituting a head knowledge for life 
committment. 
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Gregory Installed 
In Picayune Church 


Picayune, Miss.—The First Presbyterian Church, 
Picayune, Miss., experienced an enjoyable day on 
Oct. 29, 1950, when the new pastor, Rev. D. B. 
Gregory, was installed by a committee of Meridian 
Presbytery. 


Rev. L. A. Beckman Jr., presided and propounded 
the constitutional questions; Rev. G. H. Kirker, Jr., 
charged the pastor; Evangelist Howard S. Williams, 
charged the congregation; Rev. R. D. Littleton 
preached an appropriate sermon. 





Christmas Gift Subscription 


ORDER BLANE 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
RATES—$2.50 a year each subscription. $2.00 a year each 


subscription in groups of four or more. 


West Virginia 
Mining Camp 


Scene of Revival 





Ames Heights 
Church in Lansing, W. 
Va., was organized last 
year in a mining camp 
of about 60 houses 
built in the last few 
years. The Presbyterian 


Chureh News 








Under the leadership of the Spirit-filled pastor 
and his faithful wife, the revival was prepared for 
by a week of preliminary prayer meetings every 
night in the church. 


The church’s junior choir, other special music— 
solos, duets, trios, quartets, and the choir from 
another church of which Mr. Childs is pastor 
(Kessler Memorial, Clifty, W. Va.) helped to en- 
liven the meeting. Special services were held in three 
schools not far away from Ames Heights Camp. 
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William Hobart 
Childs, met his wife at 


Wheaton College. She Name 





was living in Wheaton, 
Address. 





and, among her studies 
at the College, she com- 








pleted courses in vocal 
and instrumental music 


which increases her Name. 





efficiency as a pastor’s 


helper. Address. 





A 15-day revival 





meeting was recently 
held at Ames Heights 


Church with preaching Order sent by 








by Rev. JohnScott 


Johnson every night 





\ Address 


and four week - day 
mornings each week. 
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Meridian Presbytery 
Holds Fall Meeting: 
Disapproves Admendments 
To Paragraphs 96 And 362 


The regular fall meeting of Meridian Presbytery 
was held in the First Church, Hattiesburg, Miss., 
Oct. 17, 1950. The moderator, Mr. G. C. McLeod, 
ruling elder in the Leakesville Church, called the 
meeting to order. 

The meeting was opened with the doctrinal 
sermon by Rev. G. H. Kirker Jr., on the subject: 
“The Sovereignty of God.” This was followed with 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. There were 
present 28 ministers and 33 ruling elders. Also a 
number of visitors. 

Two new Churches, recently organized, were 
enrolled in the Presbytery. These are the Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in Meridian, and the First 


Church, Taylorsville, Miss. Thus far in this church 
year three new Churches have been organized in this 
Presbytery. 

The Amendments to the Book of Church Order 
sent down by the last Assembly were acted upon as 
follows: Par. 74, Par. 126 and Par. 140 were ap- 
proved; Par. 96 and Par. 362 were disapproved. 





Presbytery of Western Texas 


The Presbytery of Western Texas will convene 
in stated winter meeting in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Rockport, Tex., January 9, 1951, at 2 
p.m. 

Notice is hereby given that a change in the stated 
clerk and treasurer of this Presbytery will become 
effective at the close of this calendar year. 

Rev. Paul C. Edgar will succeed Rev. T. H. 
Pollard in this office on January 1, 1951. Please 
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session on October 10, 
1950, in the Routh 
Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Spartan- 
burg, S. C. Dr. W. B. 
Ward, of the First 
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the Limestone Church 
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tiring moderator. 





Address 
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address by Dr. § 








Dwight Winn, recent- 
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ly returned from Ko- 
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ministers into the Pres- 
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bytery. Rev. Joseph S. 
Jones was received 
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Inn and New Har- 
mony Churches. Pre 
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Women’s Work 


America For Christ 


On October 2, 1949, which was World Com- 
munion Sunday of last year, there was begun a 
United Evangelistic Advance in America. At that 
time 38 Protestant denominations launched a pro- 
gram simultaneously and unitedly under the watch- 
word of “America for Christ.” This movement was 
to run for fifteen months—continuing through 


December, 1950. 


This was one of the greatest challenges the 
Christians of America have faced—37 million mem- 
bers of the 38 denominations marching under the 
banner “America for Christ” for a fifteen months’ 
period. Progress has been made but not enough. 
Possibilities yet remain to make this period the 
mightiest advance of Christian America in the 20th 
century. 


If this great army of the followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ truly girded themselves with the Spirit, 
and with evangelistic fervor bore their simple wit- 
ness to the power of Christ for salvation, America 
would experience a mighty spiritual impact, and 
newness of life would come to every follower in his 
own place, at his own task, before his own com- 
munity. 


There has been progress in evangelism in this 
period, but our Church has not done enough to 
bring Christ to the people in our Southland. Who 
of us did not face this fact on October 22—the Day 
of Fasting and Prayer for the conversion of individ- 
uals? If we face our Lord with people upon our 
hearts on that day, surely we are now confronted 
with the task and feel the urge to face people with 
the love of Christ in our hearts and a witness to 
His power in our lives and upon our lips. 


As humble, earnest workers together with God, 
to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the 
people just where we are, we may yet be sharers in 
a mighty spiritual impact upon “America for 


Christ.” 


There are few Presbyterians who cannot find a 
larger place yet in the four-fold evangelistic pro- 
gram of our Church— 


Visitation Evangelism 
Preaching Evangelism 
Teaching Evangelism 
Personal Evangelism 


Let us ask ourselves when have we last written a 
letter to turn the thoughts of another unto Christ? 
When have we last invited some one to go with us 
to the preaching services of the church? When have 
we last prayed for one who is unsaved, or without 
a satisfactory church relationship? When have we 
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last spoken to one about his relationship to Jesus? 


If we believe that “the Gospel of Christ is the 
power of God unto salvation” and that “there is 
none other name under heaven given among men 
whereby we must be saved” then we must evan- 
gelize; we must bear witness to Christ! 





The Christ of Christmas 


We will never leave Christ out of Christmas, 
The Christ Who made Christmas to be, 
Who came a sweet Babe to a manger, 

His people from sin to set free. 


His advent was told through the ages; 

A Virgin to Him should give birth, 
Overshadowed by God in the Highest, 

Mary brought forth the Christ Child on earth. 


The heavens were filled with rejoicing, 
As angels sang songs in the sky 
Announcing the infant Redeemer, 
Who for man came to live and to die. 


The gifts that we give to each other 
Are brightened by God’s gift to men 
Of His adored Son our blest Savior, 
Whose love is beyond human ken. 


In His name we give food to the hungry, 
We comfort the suffering and sad ; 

If Christ Jesus were left out of Christmas, 
That Day never more would be glad. 


Lurena G. Wallace. 
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Pray Without Ceasing 


Sir Francis Drake, in the 16th century prayed: 


“O Lord, God, when thou givest to thy 
servant to endeavor any great matter, grant us 
also to know that it is not the beginning but 
the continuing of the same until it is thoroughly 
finished, which yielded true glory through him 
who for the finishing of Thy work laid down 
His life. Amen.” 


This week the people of our Church have “en- 
deavored a great matter” as they have begun a 
movement for the strengthening of Christ’s work in 
our Southland—a movement of daily prayer for His 
work in the homeland. 


The real glory in the work begun will be realized 
as we continue to pray faithfully for the work of 
our Church, in all of its home and foreign en- 
deavors. I wonder if God’s ideal is not a year of 
prayer and self-denial—a lifetime of prayer and self- 
denial? Can we hear Him say: “If any man will 
come after me let him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.” 


Jesus not only gave us an example of a life of 
prayer but He called His followers to continued 
prayer when He said: “Men ought always to pray 
and not to faint,” and Paul picks up and echoes our 
Lord’s teaching as he wrote to the early Christians 
in many parts of the world, using such words as: 


“Continuing instant in prayer.” 


“Praying always with all prayer and supplica- 
tion in the spirit and watching thereunto with 
all perseverance for all saints.” 


“Continue in prayer and watch in the same 
with thanksgiving.” 


The work itself should challenge us to prayer. Ap- 
proximately one half of the people in our Southland 
are yet to be won to Christ and we who know Him 
are the only ones who can present Him to them. 


Then there are the calls from those who serve. 
Let us hear the latest call from one of His faithful 
mission workers in our home field: 


“Twenty-eight years in home mission work! 
It really does not seem possible. It has been 
hard, but WONDERFUL. People’s attitude, 
especially of your own friends, can be so very 


helpful, OR But I have so very many 


faithful friends whose prayers are helping over 
the blind spots. God has been so very, very 
good to me, so much so that I marvel about it, 


not because I am deserving; that is why I 
WONDER ... We NEED the prayers of our 


friends so very much!” 


22 





There is always a danger of the Church letting up 
in her prayers after a special week of emphasis, but 
with so earnest a plea how can we do other than 
remain faithful. Let us remember “that it is not the 
beginning, but the continuing of any great matter 
until it is thoroughly finished which yielded true 
glory,” then let us “continue in prayer,” unto God 
daily for His work in all the world. 
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to the subject of Election: The Eternal 
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and Other Sermons * 
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Leroy Nixon, Translator. 
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THEY NEED YOUR 
JOY GIFT 





Photo by Harold M. Lambert. 


376 Ministerial Relief Families 
277 With Inadequate Annuities 


653 Total Families 
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Aged Servants of the Church—Many Broken in Health—Many 
Unable to Save for the Needs of Old Age—Many Without Chil- 
dren to Help—For These the Church Must Provide. 
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Give Generously For Those Who Served Faithfully 
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